
      
Seven months down – five to go. As usual, time has just flown by this Lions year. 
 
Nearly all of the “mini-conferences” in preparation for the new Districts have occurred (the combined H & J mini-conference will occur March 12th in 
Wilmington, Ohio) and it looks like the transition from ten to seven districts will be very smooth. A big THANK YOU to the various transition 
committees for their hard work in getting this task accomplished. 
 
Rajean and I had a wonderful time at the Winter Retreat at Maumee Bay State Lodge in mid-January. If you’ve not yet been to a retreat, PLEASE 
try to make the next one which is being held at Deer Creek Lake State Lodge just south of Columbus.  Kudos to that planning committee, another 
great effort. 
 
District conventions will be starting in just a few weeks culminating with the State Convention the weekend of May 13-15 at the Embassy Suites in 
Dublin, Ohio. We will be privileged to have as our guest PIP Jim Ervin (1999-2000) from Albany, Georgia. Please make PIP Jim feel welcome to 
our great multiple. 
 
On Monday February 1st, PIP Jim Coffey, PID Steve Sherer and I attended a reception for PIP Tam and Lion Gloria Geske (LCI manager of 
Conventions) at the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnati, sponsored by the Cincinnati Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
The event was attended by many Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky government officials, representative of the areas hospitality industry, and 
corporate leaders. Also in attendance were representatives from MD43 (Kentucky) and Lions from Ohio’s District H.  
 
PIP Tam and Ms. Geske are visiting the “short list” of cities vying for the 2021 Lions International Convention. PIP Tam seemed very impressed 
with the warm reception he had received – which commenced as soon as he deplaned from his long trip from Hong Kong – as well the visits and 
tours of Cincinnati convention sites, local hotels, restaurants and other points of interest.  
 
They will present their findings to the Board of Directors in late February. A decision is expected in early March. IF…and that’s a BIG if 
…Cincinnati were to be awarded the 2021 convention, we (MD13 and MD43) will be expected to provide 500-800 volunteers. This will obviously 
not only be a HUGE commitment, but also a huge victory for Cincinnati, the region, and the Lions of Ohio and Kentucky.  
 
Cincinnati has never hosted a Lions International Convention. As soon as any announcement or other information becomes available, we will let 
you know.           CC Don 
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Even though we will not be sending a band to Japan in 2016, The Ohio Lions Band committee is hard work making preparations for 

the Centennial Convention in Chicago in 2017. 
We encourage each club to make donations this year as any funds generated will assist us in keeping the per student cost as low as 

possible, which will hopefully be an incentive for more students to join the band. 
Band Committee members also have received 2016 Band Pins featuring the tuba to continue the collectible value of the pins. The 

pins are being sold for $2.00. 
When your club donates to the band fund, PLEASE make the checks out to Ohio Lions, with “BAND” in the memo section. Any checks 

made out to the Ohio Lions Band will need to be returned to clubs as the Band itself does not have a bank account. We’ll ask that 

clubs re-issue checks as outlined above. 
Banks have gotten very strict on checks and will not deposit checks made out to an entity that does have an account under that 

name. 

 
Council Chair Don Robinette 
13-J Band Representative 

  



 
 
 
 District 13-K had the winning peace poster.  The artist:  Rachel Guilliams, age 13 from Licking Valley Middle School.  Sponsor: 
Licking Valley Lions Club.  Student’s quote on Peace:  “We reach for the stars when we share peace throughout the universe.” 



 

 

Centennial Community Legacy Project 

 
The Berlin Community Park has been around since 1967 but has remained largely undeveloped until recently.  Initiated by 
the Berlin Lions Club, park development plans have been drawn and the first major construction project is currently 
underway.  A new pavilion featuring a large central grill and a timber-frame design will be finished in time for spring picnics 
and family gatherings. 
Construction on an amphitheater, to be set into the natural slope of the hill bordering the southwest corner of the park, is 
slated to begin in the summer of 2016.  With ample seating for outdoor concerts, the park will be the perfect venue for 
local musicians and vocalists as well as entertainers visiting Holmes County from other areas.  
Future plans include a community center for weddings, reunions, and other social events, walking paths, a playground 
with state-of-the-art equipment, and more.  The residents of Holmes County along with visitors to Berlin from parts abroad 
will find much to enjoy in the beautiful acreage that makes up the Berlin Community Park. 
For information on how you can be involved in this exciting project email PDG Carey Conn at cconn@alonovus.com or 
call (330) 763-2807. 

    



  

 
 
 
IPDG John Stalder presented Strengthen the Pride 4 Paw Awards and International Leadership Award Medals to Zone 6 Chair PDG RJ 
Konkoleski and Zone 7 Chair PDG Rob Murry at the recent District 13G Cabinet meeting held on November 19th.   

Each quarter in 2014-2015, Zone Chairs had an opportunity to achieve an award pin featuring IP Joe Preston’s presidential theme and a paw print. 

This award was progressive, allowing the Zone Chairperson to achieve a higher level each quarter that the requirements are met.  The Zone 
Chairperson was eligible to receive a one paw print award for meeting the requirements of any single quarter, a two paw print award for meeting 
the requirements of two quarters, a three paw print award for meeting the requirements for any three quarters and a four paw print award for 
meeting the requirements for all quarters Zone Chairpersons who achieved the award for all four quarters were recognized with a prestigious 

 International Leadership Award Medal. 



 

  

 

#1 is President of Mingo Junction, Jeff Schuetz.  Wonderful group, hardworking and accomplishing so much in their community.  So very proud 

to have been included in their wonderful meal and presentations. 

  

Pictured on #2 are Dr. William Johns and John Fabian, receiving 35 year Chevrons, at my visit to Mingo Junction Lions Club, Jan. 18. 
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IPad Grant Program    
The following public libraries have received an iPad from a grant from the Ohio Lions  
Foundation and their local LIONS Club: 
 
Bellefontaine 
New Carlisle 
Piqua 
Rockford 
Springfield* 
Urbana 
Milton Union 
 
PDG Hank Kies is the Trustee for the Ohio Lions Foundation (OLF) and presents the grant  
applications for approval. If your library or senior center needs an iPad for use by clients with restricted vision, please  
contact PDG Hank or an officer of your club. Although some libraries have a client who uses the iPad, other libraries let  
clients try out the iPad to see if that will satisfy their needs. 
 

 
 

New Newcomerstown Leo's.       CONGRATULATIONS! 



 

 
 
It is hard to think that we are already 7 months in to this Lions year. It is the time that each should be starting a program to get 

new members. 
There are many ways of doing this from having a contest between 2 groups in your club to see which one will get the most 

members in a given time and have them inducted. The one with the fewest new members would put on a special meal for the other 
like steak and the losers get hot dogs.  

Invite people to a Pride Night, at this show them what things your club does for the community then ask them if these are 
things that they might be interested in participating in to improve their community. Ask them what they think would be things the 
community needs. 

Also there is the tried and proven way the Ohio Plan. When you use the Ohio Plan you need to follow it as it is written. If you 
do you will have success. To find the Ohio Plan go to www.ohiolions.org/ then click in the Gold Global Membership pin there you will 
see the Ohio Plan information along with some on Building Membership in Existing Clubs. 

Along with getting the New Members you must do an Orientation Program to Orient them to what Lions are and how we are 
organized from Club level to International Level. Then Get them Involved in some part of the club they are interested in.   

If you know of a place that would be good for a new club let your Zone Chair know so the information can get to those in the 
District to look into helping get one started. 

A few statistics on how our membership is going this year in the state. In July we started with 12,399 members in 427 clubs 
and as of December 31 we had 12,178 members in 421 clubs.  This is the reason we need to get busy and increase our membership 
in each club we have. 

The leadership in each District wants to thank each and everyone for their hard work in getting new members and would 
really appreciate it if we could induct 230 new members before July 2016. 

Retention of members is also very important. If you drop a member please ask them what could have been done to keep 
them. 

As the Logo above says Ask 1. This is what each Lion has to do to make Lions grow here in the Great state of Ohio.  
 
PDG Dana Zody 

MD13 GMT Coordinator 
 
 



Lion Donald Robinette 
Council Chairman, 
 
I am asking for your help in getting the message out to the Governors on your Council about the 2017 International 
Convention that will be held in Chicago, Illinois. I have attached our volunteer form that I am asking that you forward on to 
the Governors so they in turn can send it out to their districts. I am Council Chairman Steve Anton from District 1-A in 
Multiple District 1, Illinois. I have been appointed the Volunteer Chairman for the 100th Lions Clubs International 
Convention. The host committee has already been hard at work for two years planning this convention and now is the 
time to start to recruit our volunteers.  
With your help in sending out the attached flier I can add the volunteers name and position to our list. I will in turn begin 
contacting them with information about the convention and the part that they will play. Lions Clubs International is 
expecting in access of 40,000 Lions in attendance. The committee feels that we will need somewhere close to 2,000 
volunteers. As you can tell we need the help of every Lion that can give a few precious hours of their time. Won't you 
please on the front line for me and send this flier to your council so that they in turn can send it to their district. 
Thank you for your help with this task and I am looking forward to meeting you as Chicago and the World comes to 
"Celebrate 100 Years of Service". 
 
 
 
 
Lion Steve Anton 
Council Chairman, MD-1 
santonlions@comcast.net 
(708-514-4215) Cell 
 
 



 

 


