
        
                                  2016-2017 Council Chairman IPDG Ben Cosgrave and Lion Kathy 
 
Congratulations to IPDG Lion Ben Cosgrave for being elected next year’s Council 
Chairman and his wife Lion Kathy. 
 
A Lion since July 2006, Lion John B. “Ben” Cosgray is a member of the Plain City Lions Club. During his 
tenure with the Plain City Lions, 
he has held several positions. He was a 3rd, 2nd, and 1st Vice President, President, and a Club Director 
for 7 years. Lion Ben has also served on several committees, some as a working member and some as 
chairman. He is actively involved in the club’s fundraisers and can be found either cooking breakfast or 
serving at the annual Bob Evan’s Sausage Stand during the annual four day Miami Valley Steam 
Threshers Association’s Festival in Plain City. He has 8 years of perfect attendance with the club and has 
sponsored four club members (including his wife Kathy) 
 
On the District level, Ben has served as Zone 7’s Chair for the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 Lion’s years. 
He has received the Council of Governor’s Award of Merit in 2012 and the President’s Leadership Award 
in 2013, and is a Melvin Jones Fellow. He is a Certified Guiding Lion and has been instrumental in 
establishing the Olentangy Noon Lions Club. He has also attended District and State Conventions, Winter 
Retreats, USA/Canada Leadership Forums. Lion Ben is also a recent graduate of the Advanced Lions 
Leadership Institute. Lion Ben and Lion Kathy also attended the Lions Club International Convention in 
Toronto and the USA/Canada Leadership Forum in San Juan this past year. 
 
Besides Lion Ben’s work in Lionism, he has been busy working to revitalize Plain City by volunteering 
with the Uptown Plain City Organization serving as past chairperson of the Design Committee. 
This led to serving six years on the Village’s Design Review Board for the Historic District. He is 
an active member and past Treasurer of the Plain City Historical Society and currently is the 
Financial Officer and Adjutant of the Plain City American Legion Post 248. Lion Ben also serves 
as President of the Board of Trustees of the Plain City Senior Center, Inc. which oversees the 
local senior citizens’ housing project. 
 
In June 2016, Kathy and Ben will celebrate 48 years of marriage. Lion Kathy also grew up in Plain City 
and together they have two married daughters. Both were born and raised in Howell, Michigan but moved 
to Ohio after they married. Laura now lives in Westerville and Stephanie in West Jefferson. Ben and 
Kathy have five grandchildren. 
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On behalf of the MD-13 Global membership Team (GMT) we wish to congratulate all of the clubs, 

sponsors and Zone chairs that were recognized at the District Conventions for their efforts in recruiting new 

members into Lions and their effort in retaining those we already have during the time from January 31, 2015 thru 

January 31, 2016. The GMT Committee tracked these numbers so all clubs and members could be recognized. 

 

At the State convention the top ones were recognized for their outstanding efforts. The Zone Chair with 

the top growth in the state was PDG Marvin Crawford who serves as zone Chair of Zone 2 in District A. 

  

The top ”Lion Catcher” for the state was Ernest Richmann from Painesville Club in District C. Lion Ernest 

Richmann sponsored 9 New Members. 

 

This year we had a club that 100% growth increase during the time from January 31, 2015 thru January 

31, 2016. This club was Olentangy Noon in District F. 

 

We would also like to recognize those clubs that had a significant increase in membership during the time 

from January 31, 2015 thru January 31, 2016.  

 

Those clubs that had an increase of 25% thru 49% this year are as follows. Medina (C), Painesville (C), 

Garrettsville (D), Dover Noon (G), Fairborn (J) 

 

Those clubs that had an increase of 50% thru 74% this year are as follows.  Ohio Northern University (E), 

Newcomerstown (G), Lebanon (H). 

 

This year we had a club with 80% increase in the January 31, 2015 thru January 31, 2016. That club was 

Continental (A). 

 

Clubs are reminded that the GMT Committee once again we will be presenting Plus 1 Banner Patches to 

all clubs that have a net membership increase of at least 1 for this Lions year ending June 30
th

. Give it a final push 

and have any new members registered by June 30
th

. 

 

Once again the GMT Committee would like to thank all Ohio Lions for their effort this year for their hard 

work on membership this year. This coming year we will have to keep focused to new members and work hard in 

retaining the members we have. They are really important and the back bone of the state. 

 

PDG Dana Zody 

MD 13 GMT Coordinator 

#############################################################################################

##################################### 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear PID Sherer, 
I urgently need you to have your club members sign the attached petition to Rep. Rob Portman.  Time is of the 

essence on this matter.  You may either fax the signed petition or mail it directly to Rep. Portman’s office.  

  

Respectfully, 

PIP Jimmy M. Ross                                                      



 
                                                        TO: The Honorable Rob 

Portman, U.S.S. 
                                 448 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
                                                          Washington, DC 20510  

 
RE: PETITION TO CO-SPONSOR S. 1684, THE VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION 
PROTECTION ACT 
 
We, the undersigned residents of Ohio urge your co-sponsorship of S. 1684, the Volunteer 
Organization Protection Act introduced by Senator Mark Kirk.  The primary purpose of the bill 
is to amend the Volunteer Protection Act of 1997 by protecting volunteer organizations from being 
held vicariously liable when the organization had nothing to do with an event that caused harm.   

All too often, the protections afforded individual volunteers under the 1997 Act have been 
circumvented by legal rules that are designed for employers but in fact endanger both community 
service volunteers and their respective organizations.  Community-based, decentralized, non-profit 
organizations often have limited financial resources for direct support of volunteers involved in local 
service work, yet they are tasked with performing services that people need.  The “vicarious-liability” 
rules in question are designed to hold employers liable for the actions of their employees, but they 
make little sense when applied to volunteer non-profit organizations that are dragged into litigation 
over an event with no real connection to the purposes or activities of their volunteers.   

S. 1684 would merely prevent the application of these rules to non-profit organizations that conduct 
their activities using primarily volunteers and did not expressly authorize the harm-producing activity 
in anticipation of raising charitable funds or performing services to the community.  Neither does it 
raise the standard of liability for organizations from negligence to gross negligence.   

S. 1684 is a positive bill that will help ensure the long-term viability of service organizations in their 
primary mission of addressing vital community needs without relying on the federal government.  
We, the undersigned, appreciate your consideration of this petition. 
 
NAME (PRINT)                   ADDRESS         E-MAIL/PHONE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

District 13-E 2015-2016 Lions Year in Review 

We are proud to report that the 2015-2016 Lions year was very successful for District 13-E.  We are on track to meet or exceed 

the goals that were set for this year.  For the first time in many years we have been running about a net even in membership 

the whole year. Right now our net membership is running at a +10 for the year a number that we are confident we can end the 

year with.  

We have far exceeded our goal for donations to LCIF this Lions Year. Our District Lions personal donations have increased by an 

amazing 1000%!  Donations to LCIF overall have more than doubled from last year. Our district wide service projects have been 

an overwhelming success as well. We have held several eyeglasses recycling sorting and boxing parties.  We held two “Roar for 

the Troops, Gifts from Home” boxing parties where we boxed about 215 large flat rate boxes to be sent overseas to deployed 

service members.  We raised over $1000.00 to buy materials from Lions and countless donations of materials.  We were 

fortunate to partner with the Freedom Alliance who gave us the names/addresses and provided the shipping to the deployed 

service members.  We held a Strides Walk for Diabetes at the District Convention where we also had collections to meet each of 

the 4 areas of Lions Clubs International Centennial Challenge 

There have been two mini conventions held in the District 13 E area for the new districts 13 OH1 and District 13 OH5.  The 

members and Lions Clubs of District 13E look forward to being productive members of Districts 13 OH1 and 13 OH5.  They 

realize that on July 1
st

 all of the old districts will cease to exist and they will be equal vested members of the new Districts just 

the same as all of the other members making up the new Districts. We are all Lions working towards the same goal of serving 

our communities and beyond while ensuring that our Clubs and Districts are successful. 

 

District 13-E held a very successful convention where our attendance was about double of last year’s successful convention.  

The party atmosphere of the convention was palpable from the Balloon arch when you first came in the Convention hall and 

the huge Neon Lions Emblem on the wall down to the playful train themed center pieces. The relaxed party atmosphere of the 

convention greatly enhanced the experience for the attendees.  We were proud to host a majority of our Past District 

Governors several who came from other states all of whom took part in our passing of the gavel tradition. There was top rate 

entertainment before or after each delicious buffet style meal.  One of the most amazing things to the attendees was that the 

convention ran on time the whole time and even adjourned twenty minutes early! 

In closing I would like to thank all of the Lions of District 13-E for working together in a positive manner to ensure our District 

has been most successful this Lions Year.  The Lions of our District have taken our District and International Themes to heart. 

They are “Moving Forward, Embracing Change” as they serve with “Dignity, Harmony, Humanity”. Without these hard working 

generous and loving Lions I would not have been able to give this report on the great successes of this Lions year of which I was 

most honored and very lucky to be District Governor of.  It’s my sincere hope I was able to make the Lions of District 13E as 

proud of me as I am of every one of you! 

Together in service, 
WZ `|v{xtÄ Z|uuá WZ `|v{xtÄ Z|uuá WZ `|v{xtÄ Z|uuá WZ `|v{xtÄ Z|uuá     

VCC, DG Micheal Gibbs PMJF 

 
  

District 13-H Convention                                April 29 & 30, 2016 
Friday night was “Biker’s Night” including Motorcycles as table centerpieces.  The District Cabinet was honored with 
Certificates of Appreciation that included a donation to LCIF in each Cabinet persons’ name.  Saturday’s Memorial 
Service began our busy day.  Because of the “Mini-Conference” held in March for the new District 13-OH6, most of 
the business was already accomplished.  Our new District Governor-Elect for 13-OH6 is Lion Gary De Fayette and 
our 1st Vice District Governor-Elect is PDG Lion John Bond.  Our Grand Banquet speaker was ID Melvyn Bray from 
New Jersey.  District 13-H is hosting the State Lions Convention this year in Columbus.  Plan to be there as we 
celebrate 50 years as 10 Districts in Ohio.   
District Governor Jack Morris 

 

 



 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dear Ohio Lions, 
  

Ohio Lions RLLI* 2016 
September 30, October 1 & 2 

@ Deer Creek Lodge 
  

*Regional Lions Leadership Institute 
    __________________________________________________ 

     
    It's planned to be a full weekend for our Ohio Lions to focus on the 
importance of "Leadership" within their clubs and districts.  Levels I, 
II and III.  
  

        (Check the Ohio Lions web site under GLT for  
details to help YOU learn more and  

to promote this special training.) 
  
    

Please "talk up" this special training within your 
newsletters/bulletins, club meetings, zone meetings, 

district meetings and your general emails.   
  

Yours In Lions Service, 
  

The Ohio Lions MD 13 GLT (Global Leadership Team) 

        State Executive Committee 
  

 Dignity.  Harmony.  Humanity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LCIF Funded Playground Dedicated 
 
 
On May 13, 2016 the New Horizons Academy dedicated a totally accessible playground for the 
Academy’s handicapped students.   
 
The total project of over $300,0000 was supported by a LCIF $75,000 matching grant and a $1,000 
donation from the Wauseon Lions Club. 
 
The Wauseon Lions along with other Lions from District 13A in northwest Ohio served as volunteers 
during the construction of the playground. 
 
Besides having equipment adapted to handicapped needs, the ground surface is a cushioned material 
covered with a surface that allows movability for a wheelchair and crutches. School Administrator, Mr. 
David Burkholder, says: “The playground is a great asset for his school and community.  It gives these 
children a chance to exercise and socialize like never before.”  

 



 

                                                    
                   
 
Thank you Council Chair, Don Robinette for traveling across Ohio to be a part of 13-D's 
new Charter Club, the Struthers Lion Club. It was such an honor also because it is 
Ohio's 1st Centennial Club and you were there to see it happen. Pictured is District 
Governor, Robert Allgood of the East Liverpool receiving from CC Don, a certificate in 
recognition of valuable contributions to Ohio Lions and District 13-D in Chartering the 
1st Ohio Centennial Club.  
Thanks also go out to PDG Bob Whited of the Austintown Lions who never gave up 
after working for over 2 years in forming the new Club. Thanks to Boardman Lions for 
sponsoring the club and to the Guiding Lions, Lion Bill Rausch (Membership /Retention 
Region 1) of the Boardman Lions, and Zone Chair Judy M. Cerveny Young of the 
Poland Lions Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
     

Gallipolis Lions planted 3 trees this evening in memory of Lion Bill Cargo, Lion Bonnie Cargo, 
& Lion Norm Snyder. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
DG Ben, 2nd VDG Mike, PDG Ray, and District K teammate PDG Bill played glo-ball on 
Friday 13th. Congratulations to the Springfield National Trails Lions Club out of District 
13-E for putting on a great event, and thanks for the invite! It was a well done event, 
thoroughly enjoyed by all, and highly recommended for Lions of OH5 (and everywhere 
else) next year!   

 

 

 
Members of the Calcutta Lions Club proudly show off the Beaver Local Leo Club's 
newly designed shirt. Pictured are Lions Joan Dodds, Rosemary Bruehler, Bonny 
Chamberlain, Leo Club advisor Jerry Barnes, Wayne Christen and Janet  
Christen.  

 
 

 



Members of the newly chartered Struthers Lions Club proudly display a banner for their 
club that was gifted by the Calcutta Lions Club this evening during the Struthers Charter 
Night at the Struthers VFW Hall. The Struthers Club will be the last club of District 13-D 
to be chartered as new districting becomes effective July 1, 2016. The District will then 
be known as District 13-OH4. A Charter Night is a special event celebrating the 
beginning of a new Lions club. During the event, the club is presented its charter and 
Lions from the surrounding area have the opportunity to show their support. Members 
from various clubs, including 5 members from the Calcutta Lions Club attended the 
event enjoying good fellowship and a great meal. The new club was sponsored by the 
Boardman Lions Club.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PDG Tom Cahoon and Lion Rick Lisle dropped off nearly 50 Bibles for our campers and 
families to have this coming summer!  
 
The Cambridge Lions Club, First Baptist Church of Cambridge, and the South Eastern 
Ohio Medical Center all took part in these donations!  
Thank you, Thank you! You all made our day! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 


